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SUBJECT: PIRACY OF US SOUND RECORDINGS IN THE REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA 

REF: STATE 153673 

SUMMARY: THE EMBASSY MADE BOTH ORAL AND WRITTEN REPRE- 
SENTATIONS TO THE GROC EXPRESSING THE U.S. GOVERNMENT S 
CONCERN OVER THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE RECORD PIRATING 
PROBLEM. IN RESPONSE, THE GROC EXPLAINED THAT THE MINISTRY 
OF INTERIOR (MOI) IS NOW CONSIDERING STRENGTHENING LEGAL 
PENALTIES FOR COPYRIGHT VIOLATIONS. END SUMMARY 

1 . BASED ON REFTEL, EMBASSY EXPRESSED TO THE GOVERNMENT 
INFORMATION OFFICE (GIO) ITS CONCERN OVER THE SERIOUS 
PROBLEM OF PIRATING SOUND RECORDINGS OF U.S. MANUFACTURE 
AND ORIGIN. THE GIO ACKNOWLEDGED THE PROBLEM, THOUGH IT 
ASSERTED THAT, COMPARED WITH EARLIER YEARS, THE SITUATION 
IS IMPROVING. THE GIO CONFISCATES PIRATE RECORDS WHICH 
VIOLATE MOI COPYRIGHT REGISTRATIONS, BUT THE MAIN BURDEN 
OF BRINGING SUIT FOR COPYRIGHT REGISTRATION VIOLATIONS 
FALLS ON THE LOCAL AGENTS OF FOREIGN RECORD COMPANIES. 

IT URGES THOSE AMERICAN FIRMS WHICH HAVE NOT YET DONE 
SO TO APPOINT LOCAL AGENTS. 

2. THE GIO DID ADMIT, HOWEVER. THAT THE PRIMARY REASON FOR 
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CONTINUED PIRATING OF RECORDS IS THAT THE LEGAL PENALTIES 
ARE INADEQUATE AS A DETERRENT. FURTHER, MANY JUDGES, IN 
SENTENCING THOSE FOUND GUILTY OF VIOLATIONS, REFLECT A 
MORE TRADITIONAL ATTITUDE THAT DOES NOT REGARD THIS 
BEHAVIOR AS A SERIOUS BREACH OF COMMERCIAL MORALITY. 

THE MOI COPYRIGHT COMMITTEE IS NOW CONSIDERING REVISIONS 
TO THE LAW WHICH MIGHT INCORPORATE NOT ONLY STIFFER 
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PENALTIES, BUT ALSO A MINIMUM SENTENCE. 

3. THE GIO ADDED THAT THE CROC IS EVEN MORE AWARE OF THE 
PROBLEM NOW THAT RECORDINGS MADE BY POPULAR CHINESE SINGERS 
IN TAIWAN ARE BEING PIRATED IN HONG KONG AND OTHER SOUTHEAST 
ASIAN AREAS. OF COURSE, THE ROC HAS LITTLE RECOURSE TO 
PROTECT ITS RECORDING INDUSTRY'S INTERESTS IN THESE AREAS. 

4. FOLLOWING THE EMBASSY'S ORAL PRESENTATION, THE ECONOMIC/ 

COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR SENT A LETTER TO CHIU CHUANG-HUAN, 

MINISTER OF INTERIOR REGARDING THE URGENT NEED TO PROCEED 
RAPIDLY WITH THE PASSAGE AND IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW 
REVISIONS TO THE COPYRIGHT LAW WHICH WOULD PUT TEETH INTO 
ROC'S ANTI-PIRACY PROGRAM. 

5. COPY OF E/C COUNSELOR'S LETTER POUCHED TO EA/ROC 
JUNE 30. UNGER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: RECORDINGS, COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 30 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978TAIPEI04141 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780272-0040 
Format: TEL 
From: TAIPEI 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978061 /aaaaaarn. tel 

Line Count: 77 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 4cfc067c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 153673 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2129570 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PIRACY OF US SOUND RECORDINGS IN THE REPUBLIC - OF CHINA 
TAGS: EIND, TW, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/4cfc067c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



